ST. ANDREW’S PARISH

105 Greaves Street Nth.
P.O. Box 872
WERRIBEE VIC 3030
ABN No. 28681862552
Email: werribee@cam.org.au
www.standrewswerribee.org.au

Tel:
Fax:

9741 4144
9741 4433

Liturgy: Due to the
COVID 19 restriction, no
masses are celebrated in
the church. Mass live
streaming every Saturday
at 6pm. See details on next
page.

PARISH TEAMS
Pastoral Team:
Fr. Albert Yogarajah PP
Fr. Dong Tran
Fr. Anton
Aseervathampillai
Rev. Deacon William
Daw
Home Based RE Coordinator

Administrative Team:
Cora Ilagan

Bethany Primary School
– Ph. 9742 9800
Principal: Joanne Webster
\

Our Lady of the
Southern Cross Primary
School – Ph. 9974 8500
Principal: Justin Hilton
St. John the Apostle PS
Tarneit West Ph. 8754 4300
Principal: Simon Dundon
St. Joseph Primary
School – 8742 3381
Principal: Shelley Ryan
MacKillop Catholic
Regional College –
Ph. 8734 5200
Principal: Rory Kennedy
Thomas Carr Catholic
Regional College Ph. 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand, the Wathaurong People. We
pay our respects to them for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7
Thus says the LORD: Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here
is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you.
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the
lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing. Streams will burst forth in the
desert, and rivers in the steppe. The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty
ground, springs of water. THE WORD OF THE LORD.

The LORD gives sight to the blind; the LORD raises up those who were bowed down. The
LORD loves the just; the LORD protects strangers.

South Sudanese Chaplin:
Rev. Deacon George
Piech Meat
Assistant Chaplin
Rev. Deacon William Daw
9741 4144

Corpus Christi Primary
School – Ph. 9741 8440
Principal: Linda Roynic

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR B, 4TH / 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
Response: Praise the Lord, my soul!
The God of Jacob keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the
hungry. The LORD sets captives free.

Benita Dahanayake

PARISH SCHOOLS
St. Andrew’s Primary
School – Ph. 9741 3686
Principal:
Michael Gavaghan

Incorporating the Communities of
Werribee Central, Wyndham Vale, Werribee South,
Werribee North,
Tarneit West, Upper Point Cook
and Little River

The fatherless and the widow the LORD sustains, but the way of the wicked he thwarts.
The LORD shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, through all generations. Alleluia.
Response: Praise the Lord, my soul!
SECOND READING: James 2:1-5
My brothers and sisters, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ. For if a man with gold rings and fine clothes comes into your assembly, and
a poor person in shabby clothes also comes in, and you pay attention to the one wearing
the fine clothes and say, “Sit here, please, ” while you say to the poor one, “Stand there,
” or “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves and become judges
with evil designs? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Did not God choose those who
are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those
who love him? THE WORD OF THE LORD.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom and cured every
disease among the people. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Mark 7:31-37
Again Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, into
the district of the Decapolis. And people brought to him a deaf man who had a speech
impediment and begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him off by himself away from
the crowd. He put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; then he
looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be opened!”
And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and
he spoke plainly. He ordered them not to tell anyone. But the more he ordered them not
to, the more they proclaimed it. They were exceedingly astonished and they said, “He has
done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
THE GOSPEL OF THE WORD.
NEW ENVELOPES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2021 / 2022
New sets of envelopes in street alphabetical order are available for collection under the
Presbytery Veranda. It would help greatly if you could deliver some in your area. Thank you!
Due to our printing issue beyond our control, we are not able to print the Thanksgiving
Statement. Once this is resolved we will make it able for you all. Apology for the inconvenience
it causes. If you need more information please email the Parish Office werribee@cam.org.au

St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

GOSPEL REFLECTION: Dear sisters and brothers, we are on the 23rd Sunday of ordinary
time (B), we celebrate Christ Jesus, our Savior who makes no distinction between classes of
people. Christ lifts us up and makes us all rich in faith. We praise the Lord who heals and
restores the afflicted. In our 1st reading is a message of hope for the oppressed people of God
and for all of us who need His saving help. It is a message of restoration from the Lord who
neither shows favoritism nor likes oppression. St. James, in our 2nd reading today, frowns at
the sin of despising the poor, in favor of the rich. His words equally apply to all types of
prejudices in our families, churches and society. So, to favor some people and disregard others based on their race,
economic, social or religious background is a terrible evil against God and man. In today’s Gospel from St. Mark,
“Jesus went from one town to the other doing good.” We were not told that he healed only the poor or the rich. Rather,
his blessings touched and transformed the poor and the rich, the good and the bad, the sinner and the righteous, the
beautiful and the ugly. Jesus did not discriminate or show favoritism. Instead, he identified with all classes of people:
our Lord visited and ate with the tax collector. He spoke with a poor and sinful Samaritan woman. Also, He healed
many poor, blind, lame, deaf and dumb people. In deed: “He did all things well” without favoritism. Dear Friends, let
us emulate Jesus by aiming at being good to all without discrimination favouritism. We must make ourselves instrument
to help others rise without minding their status. We should be motivated by the fact that, “God created all of us in his
own image and likeness”. Whatever we do, we must do it for the glory of God and for the love of others. Only through
this we can truly sing with the psalmist today: “Praise to the Lord, my soul.” Amen!
Fr. Dong Tran
PRAYER AT HOME: Recite the entrance antiphon of the liturgy this week: You are just, O Lord, and your judgement
is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.
VOCATION VIEW: Thank God our struggles of faith can be ultimately overcome through prayer, perseverance and love.
'Do what the word tells you.' Be doers of the word.
RECENT DEATH: Paola Monte, Charlie Bonanno
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY: Maria (Lê Thị Kim Hồng, Vietnam)
ANNIVERSARIES: Vito and Guiseppina Portogallo, John and Gaetana Portogallo, Guseppi and Salvatrice Arbaci, Paul
Portogallo, Baby Anthony, Juana Santiago Ison, Molly and Brian Stapleton, Alby and Daphne Sherriff, Mary and Harry
Stewart, Colin Warren, Mesley Mary Madden
PRAYER FOR THE SICK: Roger Camacho, Jose Hernandez, Raywin Roberts, Ernie Hintner, Joe Belkner, Agata “Tina”
Ravaneschi, Deirdre (Ireland), Violeta Cardiente, Eduardo Rosas
REMINDER: Parishioners please note that names for Recently Deceased, Anniversaries etc. to be included in the Sunday Bulletin
must indicate the time of Mass you will be attending for name to be mentioned and request must be at the Parish Office no later
than Wednesday afternoon and please address envelopes to the Admin Staff. The names for Prayers for the Sick will be deleted
after 3 months. If you have a name you would like included, please contact the Parish Office.

DAILY ROSARY ON
We are inviting you to join us to pray the Rosary at
home with the family. Please join us via Zoom Meeting
every night at 6.55pm for 7.00 pm start
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2764655672?pwd=bDZuUE
JpWVp6bUFVMkJ6bkpRQ0xoZz09
Meeting ID: 276 465 5672
Password: 9rGLKz
Let us continue to pray together for each other.
Stay safe and God bless you all.

A weekly series bringing
‘light’ to this time of lockdown…
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not
interested in another DIY project? To help fill the void
during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest some
inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop
on the kettle and check out the recommendations
at www.bit.ly/LockdownLight

THE ARCHBISHOP’S FATHER’S DAY APPEAL FOR RETIRED AND SICK PRIESTS - Due to the continuing
COVID-19 restrictions and Masses not being able to be said at Parishes, donations to the Father’s Day appeal
can be made through the Priests Retirement Foundation website. Donations can be made by your Parishioners
through the Priests Retirement Foundation website via debit, credit card or Paypal where the donor’s details are
loaded and receipts can be issued. The site is www.cam.org.au/foundation.

PRAY FOR ALL FATHERS AND PRIESTS
God our Father, we give you thanks and praise
for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers,
newly embracing their vocation; may they find
the courage and perseverance to balance work,
family and faith in joy and sacrifice.
We pray for our own fathers,
who have supported and challenged us; may
they continue to lead in strong and gentle ways.
We remember fathers around the world,
whose children are lost or suffering; may they
know that the God of compassion, walks with
them in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers
but still mentor and guide us, with fatherly love
and advice.
Most importantly, all our Priests,
our spiritual Fathers, who guide, teach us and
lead us to You and who feed and nourish us with
Your Sacraments.
We remember fathers, grandfathers and
great-grandfathers, who are no longer with us
but who live forever in our memory and nurture
us with their love. Amen.

Congratulations to
our dear Fr. Anil !!!
on his 4th Anniversary of
Priestly Ordination
on Thursday, 9th September
May God's goodness and kindness be with you
on this special day and all the days of your life.
God bless you and may He keep you safe in the
palm of His hand. Let us continue to keep Fr. Anil
in our prayers.
You are warmly invited to
EL SHADDAI PRAYER MEETING via ZOOM
every Tuesday at 12.55 pm – 2.30pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 6274126565
Password: AMEN

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
God’s blessing upon you all to keep well and safe.
As you are all aware from the history of our St. Andrew’s Parish Werribee
that it has been a parish that is geographically large, spiritually and
culturally rich. Due to this, our parish has been a place for training for
young seminarians, deacons and priests to grow in their vocation and
ministry. Our parish has given the opportunity to many young priests who
have grown in experience and now have become very efficient Parish
Priests.
In the same way, Fr. Dong Tran who came to us in January this year to
have more experience in his third parish has been offered to become an
Administrator of St. Damien’s Parish in Bundoora. He will be taking his
appointment on Wednesday, 6th October 2021. While we congratulate
him on his new appointment we hope and pray that we will have the
opportunity to say thank you and formally bid him farewell.
Let us keep him in our prayers. Thank you, Fr. Albert.

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH WERRIBEE DURING COVID 19 PANDEMIC
As of 8pm 5th August 2021, the following measures will apply

Face Coverings

Must be worn indoors at all times.

Religious
Gatherings

No in-person gatherings permitted.
Livestreaming and Broadcast is permitted with a total of 5 people present
including technicians.

Funerals

Indoors and Outdoors
Permitted with no more than 10 people (and those necessary to conduct the
funeral). Children under 12 months old are not counted towards this cap.

Weddings

Not permitted unless end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves only 5
persons (including the two persons being married, celebrant, two witnesses).

Hospital Visit

Only end of life situation

QR Contact Tracing

All venue attendees must register

We would like to sincerely thank you to those who have volunteered for cleaning and vacuuming
the church over the years and their commitment to our Parish. It is very much appreciated. The
church is in need for more volunteers to clean and to vacuum the church.
For church cleaners, we need 2 volunteers for Monday and 4 volunteers for Friday.
For vacuuming the church – we need 3 volunteers
All volunteers will be rostered once a month. Many hands make the work lighter.

HOME BASED RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM AT ST. ANDREW’S PARISH WERRIBEE
All parents of children attending Non Catholic Primary Schools in the Werribee area who are interested in their child
attending the Sacramental Program for 2022 are asked to leave their details at the Parish Office on 9741 4144 or
email werribee@cam.org.au The program is conducted for children in Grade 3 Pre-Sacrament, Grade 4
Reconciliation, Grade 5 Eucharist and Grade 6 Confirmation. The program also will include any child from Prep to
Grade 5 who wishes to be Baptised. Please note – Enrolments close 20th December 2021. Thank you.
Benita Dahanayake HBRE-Coordinator.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF STUDENTS RCIS - St Andrew’s Parish will be conducting workshops for
Secondary Students residing within the Parish of St. Andrew’s and wishing to receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, Eucharist and/or Confirmation in 2022. Workshops will commence during the month of October 2021
and will conclude in September 2022. There will be no workshops during school holidays. Please contact the Parish
Office at St. Andrew’s Parish on Ph. 9741 4144 or werribee@cam.org.au for more information and to leave your details.
Thank you.

St. Andrew’s Parish Werribee does not have an official Facebook page. Views
expressed on individuals’ Facebook do not represent the views of the Parish.
St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

