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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR C, 4TH / 5TH DECEMBER 2021
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand, the Wathaurong People. We
pay our respects to them for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery, put on the splendor of glory from God
forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the
glory of the eternal name. For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be named by God
forever the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship. Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights;
look to the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west at the word of the Holy
One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God. Led away on foot by their enemies they left you:
but God will bring them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For God has
commanded That every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be
filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God. The forests and every
fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; for God is leading Israel in joy
by the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company. THE WORD OF THE LORD.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.
Response: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, we were like men dreaming. Then our
mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with rejoicing.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” The
LORD has done great things for us; we are glad indeed.
.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern desert. Those who sow in
tears shall reap rejoicing.
Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, They shall come back
rejoicing, carrying their sheaves.
Response: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your
partnership for the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. God is my
witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that
your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to
discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God. THE WORD OF THE LORD.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall
see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. John went
throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of
one crying out in the desert. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every
valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.” THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.

St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

GOSPEL REFLECTION: The advent of God’s coming with its promise of fulfilment happens
within world history. The first reading locates God’s act of restoration in the city of Jerusalem.
The gospel situates the ministry of John within a particular period of world history. They point
us to historical experience as the place and the time of restoration, of incarnation, of
redemption. They show us that God works within everyday life, in conventional places, during
regular time. In fact, from a human point of view, the extraordinary events of salvation took
place within what was quite ordinary. John proclaims the kind of transformation that results
in a change of heart. Reversals characterise such transformation: the robe of mourning is
replaced by the splendour of glory; tears are turned into rejoicing; those led away by enemies
are brought back by God; valleys are filled, mountains are levelled, winding roads are made straight; even nature
offers itself as shelter for the people of God. Those who are shamed and discarded are made glorious; those who
suffer are comforted; the oppressed are freed; all of life’s obstacles are removed; the way to God is made straight;
the natural world enjoys peace and harmony. The transformation or repentance of heart takes place within human
life, within relationships of justice between people and with the earth, in right living, in genuine unselfish love. It
produces the fruits of righteousness of which Paul speaks. Advent is the time to prepare ourselves for this.
Dianne Bergant CSA
PRAYER AT HOME: Today’s entrance antiphon is a lovely prayer for this week: The Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.
VOCATION VIEW: John the Baptist cried out and made ready for the Lord. Promote the gospel in our community.
RECENT DEATH: Ron Carroll, Peter Grant, Mary Ann Ward, Marni Spitalieri, Peter John O’Malley, Angelina Ammodio
(Italy)
ANNIVERSARY: Loreto Ilagan, Romeo Ilagan
PRAYER FOR THE SICK: Roger Camacho, Jose Hernandez, Raywin Roberts, Ernie Hintner, Agata “Tina” Ravaneschi,
Deirdre (Ireland), Evelyn Camenting, Maureen Lynch, Manel Pandithakoralege, Tracey Daffy
REMINDER: Parishioners please note that names for Recently Deceased, Anniversaries etc. to be included in the Sunday Bulletin
must indicate the time of Mass you will be attending for name to be mentioned and request must be at the Parish Office no later
than Wednesday afternoon and please address envelopes to the Admin Staff. The names for Prayers for the Sick will be deleted
after 3 months. If you have a name you would like included, please contact the Parish Office.

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
WEEKDAY LITURGY
Indoor cap of 50 (no booking required)
Mon: 9.00am Liturgy of the word with Communion
Tues to Sat: 9.00am Mass
Wednesday: 9.00am Mass
7.30pm Mass
Thursday – Saturday: 9.00am Mass
WEEKEND MASSES
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
Fully Vaccinated NO CAP and NO DENSITY
Sat:
Sun:

6.00pm Mass
8.00am Mass, 9.30am Mass, 11.00am Mass
and 5.00pm Mass

PENOLA HUB
Unknown Vaccination Status: Indoor cap of 40
(booking required via TRYBOOKING)
Sun: 11.00 am Mass

ANNOUNCEMENT
Starting this weekend 4th / 5th December 2021
the Saturday, 6pm mass at Penola Hub will be
stopped.
Sunday, 11am Mass in Penola Hub will be for
people with Unknown Vaccination Status.
Indoor Cap of 40. Booking required via
Trybooking

DAILY ROSARY ON
We are inviting you to join us to pray the Rosary at
home with the family. Please join us via Zoom
Meeting every night at 6.55pm for 7.00 pm start
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2764655672?pwd=bDZuU
EJpWVp6bUFVMkJ6bkpRQ0xoZz09
Meeting ID: 276 465 5672
Password: 9rGLKz
Let us continue to pray together for each other.
Stay safe and God bless you all.

FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
WEDNESDAY, 8TH DECEMBER 2020 at 7.30pm

O God, who by the
Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
didst prepare a worthy
dwelling place for thy Son,
we beseech thee that, as by
the foreseen death of this,
thy Son, thou didst preserve
her from all stain, so too
thou wouldst permit us,
purified through her
intercession, to come unto thee. Through the same
Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, who livest and reignest
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world
without end. Amen.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE
NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE BROCHURE
RACKS AND ON THE PEWS IN THE
CHURCH.
Fr. Frank Buhagiar will be celebrating
thanksgiving mass for his
50th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination
next Saturday, 11th December 2021
at 6pm Mass here at St. Andrews Church.
All welcome to attend.

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPE
PLEASE PICK UP YOUR THANKSGIVING
ENVELOPES ON YOUR WAY OUT AT THE EXIT
DOOR (LEFT SIDE OF THE CHURCH)
WORKING BEE will be held in the
Church on Saturday, 18th December
2021 from 9.30am to 1pm to prepare
our Church and Church grounds for
Christmas Season. We would greatly appreciate it if
you could spare some time to help! Thank You! More
hands make work lighter and easy to accomplish!

\

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH WERRIBEE DURING COVID 19 PANDEMIC
AS PER VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT INSTRUCTION EFFECTIVE
Starting 20th November 2021, the following measures will apply
Anyone over 12 years old need to have proof of fully vaccination or exemption.
Unable to provide proof, your entry will be refuse.
Unknown Vaccination Status: Indoor cap of 50 (maximum) with DQ4.
Children under 12 months old are not counted towards caps
Face Coverings

It is encouraged to wear mask indoors.

Religious
Gatherings

Fully Vaccinated: No Cap and No Density (in the Church)
Unknown Vaccination Status: Indoor cap of 40 with DQ4. (in Penola Hub)
Fully Vaccinated: No Cap and No Density (in the Church)

Funerals and
Weddings

Unknown Vaccination Status: Indoor cap of 50 with DQ4. (in the Church)
Caps not inclusive of those necessary to conduct funeral. Pall Bearers must be
from the permitted number of mourners or from the Funeral Service provider.
Only Fully Vaccinated: No Cap and No Density (in the Church)

Baptisms

Even if one person is unvaccinated it will affect the whole congregation and
bring the number down to 8 per family. Mask and 4sqm distancing should
be maintained.

MASS ONLINE BOOKING THROUGH TRYBOOKING
Following the instructions of the Victorian Government of having Fully Vaccinated: No Cap and No
Density or Unknown Vaccination Status: Indoor cap of 40 with DQ4 social distancing. Church will be
allocated to Fully Vaccinated. Penola Hub for Unknown Vaccination Status. Booking is essential.
Please book through Trybooking. This instructions will be strickly followed as per Victorian Government
Directives.
If you are unable to attend the Mass you book for, please cancel immediately
If booking for someone else, please put it in their name. (individual booking)
Be in the Church / Penola Hub 15 min prior to scheduled start of Mass
Church and Penola Hub door will be closed once the Mass begins.
Please be considerate of the many people who would like to participate.
Charity and generosity are important to receive God's blessings.
EL SHADDAI CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
We will be having Thanksgiving Mass on Tuesday, 7th December 2021 at 9am Mass in our church
followed by our Christmas break up at 10am at Frances Bucci’s place.
DIVINE MERCY GROUP - is on every Friday after the 9am Mass for Rosary and Divine Mercy
Chaplet in the church. Everyone is welcome to join.

Vinnies Christmas Appeal
No child should be born into a world without hope
As many people have lost work and income, the
increasingly high cost of housing means that many people
are struggling to keep a roof over their heads. The lack of
affordable private and public housing can mean there is not
enough money for families to pay for household essentials
including food and electricity. Those families without access
to enough work and affordable housing are doing it
particularly tough and, without adequate support, face the
prospect of a particularly bleak Christmas. With just a little
bit of support, and a hand up, you can help change the lives
of those in need. Please support the work that Vinnies does
to give hope to those who have no-one else to turn to. You
can make a contribution to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal,
by donating online via our website vinnies.org.au or calling
13 18 12.If you would like to donate non-perishable goods
or gift cards, please leave them in the Vinnies basket in the
church. Please help us to help others. Thank you.

PRAYER OF WELCOME BEFORE BAPTISM
Dear Parents, as you prepare for your child’s Baptism, the people of St. Andrew’s rejoice that you have
chosen to baptise your child, and we pray that in the coming years you and your family will continue to know
and grow in the love of God that is everlasting.
St. Andrew’s Parish Werribee does not have an official Facebook page. Views expressed on individuals’
Facebook do not represent the views of the Parish.
St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

