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TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR B, 11TH / 12TH SEPT. 2021
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we stand, the Wathaurong People. We
pay our respects to them for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:5-9
The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned
back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I
am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame.
He is near who upholds my right; if anyone wishes to oppose me, let us appear together.
Who disputes my right? Let that man confront me. See, the Lord GOD is my help; who
will prove me wrong? THE WORD OF THE LORD.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Response: I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
I love the LORD because he has heard my voice in supplication, Because he has inclined
his ear to me the day I called.

Benita Dahanayake
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The cords of death encompassed me; the snares of the netherworld seized upon me; I
fell into distress and sorrow, And I called upon the name of the LORD, “O LORD, save my
life!”
Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, our God is merciful. The LORD keeps the little ones;
I was brought low, and he saved me.
For he has freed my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. I shall
walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
Response: I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
SECOND READING: James 2:14-18
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food
for the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well, ” but
you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if
it does not have works, is dead. Indeed someone might say, “You have faith and I have
works.” Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you
from my works.
THE WORD OF THE LORD.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia. May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord through which
the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-35
Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the Baptist,
others Elijah, still others one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Peter said to him in reply, “You are the Christ.” Then he warned them not to
tell anyone about him. He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise
after three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” He
summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to come after
me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”
THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.

St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

GOSPEL REFLECTION: We are on the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B). We are
honouring Christ the Son of God who humbly accepted the will of God by generously
accepting to carry his cross. In our first reading from Isaiah is one of the “Suffering
Servant Songs.” It is the prophecies about Jesus Christ, the Messiah who was willing
to do the Father‘s will by proclaiming and securing salvation for humanity. On the
second reading is a challenge to each one of us to be practical Christians as Christ was. St. James reminds us: “Faith
without work is dead.” And, the Mark’s Gospel Jesus proved his love for us by doing his Father’s will: “the Son of Man
was destined to suffer grievously…” then Peter tried stopping Jesus not to do it. Like many of us today, Peter knew
who Jesus was but was not ready to accept the reality that faced him. Like Peter, most times we don’t want to face
the realities of our life. Rather, we want to deny them. We only want to hear that there will be no problems or difficulties
in life. We want to reduce or run away from our cross and yet, we want to follow Christ. Dear sisters and brothers in
Christ, practical Christianity means faith in action. It means accepting to carry our cross humbly and patiently while
relying on the same grace that helped Christ. It is by carrying his cross and, dying on it that Christ demonstrated his
practical love, charity, generosity and faith in action for us. So, he wants us to do the same. “If anyone wants to be my
follower…let him carry his cross and follow me…anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses
his life for the sake of the gospel will save it.” The good news is our crosses will not last forever, but will definitely end
up in triumph.. Fr. Dong Tran
PRAYER AT HOME: Use this verse of today’s psalm as your prayer this week: How gracious is the Lord, and just;
Our God has compassion. The Lord protects the simple hearts; I was helpless so he saved me.
VOCATION VIEW: When Jesus says “Who do people say I am?” We could interpret this as Jesus asking for feedback
from His disciples about Himself. If you were to ask Jesus, ‘how would you describe today’s Christians?’
RECENT DEATH: Jose Alejandro dela Paz (Philippines), Violeta Cardiente
ANNIVERSARIES: George Weeralcoon, Lorna Weeralcoon, Valerian Menezes, Zvonko and Jasna Bartulovic
PRAYER FOR THE SICK: Roger Camacho, Jose Hernandez, Raywin Roberts, Ernie Hintner, Joe Belkner, Agata “Tina”
Ravaneschi, Deirdre (Ireland), Eduardo Rosas
REMINDER: Parishioners please note that names for Recently Deceased, Anniversaries etc. to be included in the Sunday Bulletin
must indicate the time of Mass you will be attending for name to be mentioned and request must be at the Parish Office no later
than Wednesday afternoon and please address envelopes to the Admin Staff. The names for Prayers for the Sick will be deleted
after 3 months. If you have a name you would like included, please contact the Parish Office.

DAILY ROSARY ON
We are inviting you to join us to pray the Rosary at
home with the family. Please join us via Zoom Meeting
every night at 6.55pm for 7.00 pm start
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2764655672?pwd=bDZuUE
JpWVp6bUFVMkJ6bkpRQ0xoZz09
Meeting ID: 276 465 5672
Password: 9rGLKz
Let us continue to pray together for each other.
Stay safe and God bless you all.

A weekly series bringing
‘light’ to this time of lockdown…
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not
interested in another DIY project? To help fill the void
during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest some
inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop
on the kettle and check out the recommendations
at www.bit.ly/LockdownLight
NEW ENVELOPES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2021 / 2022
New sets of envelopes in street alphabetical order are available for collection under the Presbytery Veranda. It would help
greatly if you could deliver some in your area. Thank you! Due to our printing issue beyond our control, we are not able to
print the Thanksgiving Statement. Once this is resolved we will make it able for you all. Apology for the inconvenience it
causes. If you need more information please email the Parish Office werribee@cam.org.au

THE ARCHBISHOP’S FATHER’S DAY APPEAL FOR RETIRED AND SICK PRIESTS - Due to the continuing
COVID-19 restrictions and Masses not being able to be said at Parishes, donations to the Father’s Day appeal can
be made through the Priests Retirement Foundation website. Donations can be made by your Parishioners through
the Priests Retirement Foundation website via debit, credit card or Paypal where the donor’s details are loaded and
receipts can be issued. The site is www.cam.org.au/foundation.

You are warmly invited to EL SHADDAI PRAYER MEETING via ZOOM every Tuesday at 12.55 pm – 2.30pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 6274126565

Congratulations to
our dear Fr. Dong !!!
on his 6th Anniversary of
Priestly Ordination
on Sunday, 12th September
May God's goodness and kindness be with you on
this special day and all the days of your life. God
bless you and may He keep you safe in the palm
of His hand. Let us continue to keep Fr. Dong in
our prayers.

Password: AMEN

We would like to sincerely thank you
to those who have volunteered for
cleaning and vacuuming the church
over the years and their commitment
to our Parish. It is very much appreciated. The church
is in need for more volunteers to clean and to vacuum
the church.
For church cleaners, we need 2 volunteers
for Monday and 4 volunteers for Friday.
For vacuuming the church – we need 3 volunteers
All volunteers will be rostered once a month. Many
hands make the work lighter.

Must be worn indoors at all times.
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH WERRIBEE DURING COVID 19 PANDEMIC
As of 8pm 5th August 2021, the following measures will apply

Face Coverings

Must be worn indoors at all times.

Religious
Gatherings

No in-person gatherings permitted.
Livestreaming and Broadcast is permitted with a total of 5 people present
including technicians.

Funerals

Indoors and Outdoors
Permitted with no more than 10 people (and those necessary to conduct the
funeral). Children under 12 months old are not counted towards this cap.

Weddings

Not permitted unless end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves only 5
persons (including the two persons being married, celebrant, two witnesses).

Hospital Visit

Only end of life situation

QR Contact Tracing

All venue attendees must register

HOME BASED RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM AT ST. ANDREW’S PARISH WERRIBEE
All parents of children attending Non Catholic Primary Schools in the Werribee area who are interested in their child
attending the Sacramental Program for 2022 are asked to leave their details at the Parish Office on 9741 4144 or
email werribee@cam.org.au The program is conducted for children in Grade 3 Pre-Sacrament, Grade 4
Reconciliation, Grade 5 Eucharist and Grade 6 Confirmation. The program also will include any child from Prep to
Grade 5 who wishes to be Baptised. Please note – Enrolments close 20th December 2021. Thank you.
Benita Dahanayake HBRE-Coordinator.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF STUDENTS RCIS - St Andrew’s Parish will be conducting workshops for
Secondary Students residing within the Parish of St. Andrew’s and wishing to receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, Eucharist and/or Confirmation in 2022. Workshops will commence during the month of October 2021
and will conclude in September 2022. There will be no workshops during school holidays. Please contact the Parish
Office at St. Andrew’s Parish on Ph. 9741 4144 or werribee@cam.org.au for more information and to leave your
details. Thank you.

Volunteer in Australia and Overseas - The Cagliero Project,
Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking long term (6-12 month) volunteers for January
2022 to work with young people in our Salesian communities in
Australia. When it is possible and safe to do so, we will
recommence sending volunteers to work with disadvantaged
young people in Salesian communities in Samoa, Cambodia,
Timor Leste & the Solomon Islands. Applications close October
30th. Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au

'Treasuring Our Later Years' (Reflection series via ZOOM), 6 x Wednesdays,
22 September to 27 October 2021, 12.45pm-3pm.
Facilitated by Nicole Rotaru rsm, this series offers participants the opportunity to explore new possibilities that ageing offers
daily. It will include input, conversation and the opportunity to depth and integrate reflections and learnings through personal
reflection and creative expressions. Topics covered include: ageing; spirituality; relationships; meaning; gratitude; death.
Cost $180 for the series, or $30 per session. Bookings and payment via Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation
website at www.heartoflife.melbourne For more information, contact email: secretary@heartoflife.melbourne or tel: (03)
9890 1101.
SmartLoving Breakthrough - An Online Course for spouses in troubled marriages. If your marriage is under stress
or you feel disconnected from your spouse, but don't know how to ease the pain, join us for this online course. Identify
your conflict triggers. Learn strategies to de-escalate an argument. Restore hope with practical relationship strategies.
smartloving.org/breakthrough 50% Sale for Our Lady Undoer of Knots (ends Sept 30) Use coupon code:
UndoerofKnots
INFORMATION SESSION OF DIACONATE
INFORMATION SESSION CANCELLED - Due to the ongoing COVID restrictions and the uncertainty when restrictions
will be eased, it is impossible to proceed with the planned 4th September Information session. It is regrettably cancelled.
The possibility of holding an information session will be considered after any easing of restriction. The Permanent
Diaconate is open to single and married men who want to serve God and the Church as ordained ministers. The preferred
age limit is being able to be ordained by the 60th year. For more information:
Watch: Melbourne’s Deacons https://youtu.be/q2RhNDbtTS0
Read More: [Brochure] https://www.cam1.org.au/permanent-diaconate
Watch: Pope Francis’ 2020 Prayer Intention for Deacons https://youtu.be/NuG99HD1LaY
Contact: Office of the Permanent Diaconate (Phone) 03 9412 335 (Email) diaconate@cam.org.au

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia: Education of Catechists – ACN supports
the formation and training of catechists so that where there are no priests or sisters, catechists
are trained and sent forth to nurture the Christian community. With the help of our benefactors,
ACN supported the formation of 18,389 catechists and lay leaders in 2020. Can you help provide support and
formation to catechists to help spread the Faith? Visit www.aidtochurch.org/catechists.
St. Andrew’s Parish Werribee does not have an official Facebook page. Views
expressed on individuals’ Facebook do not represent the views of the Parish.
St. Andrew’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

